Cuban Missile Blockade

My ship, the USS Sellers, DDG-11, was placed in commission on October 28, 1961 in Boston, MA and assigned to Desron 6 Home Port in Charleston, SC.  I was a plank owner and exactly one year later, we had just returned from a shake down cruise in the Caribbean and were in port at Mayport, FL for tender availability.

All liberty and leave was cancelled and we were ordered to proceed with the USS Bigelow, DD-942 and one other destroyer, whose name now escapes me.  Not aware of our destination and on a southerly course, I believe the Sellers was one of the first destroyers dispatched and positioned the furthest south in the Naval Blockade of Cuba.  This was partly due to the fact that the Sellers was in Mayport and one of the newest guided missile destroyers in the Fleet at that time.

I served as a Quartermaster and was assigned to the Boarding and Salvage detail.  Men were selected from different divisions of the ship to form this detail, with the sole purpose of boarding Russian ships, if necessary, to inspect the cargo, take control of the crew and direct the ship to a neutral port.  We were all armed and depending on our rating, carried a variety of equipment.  I was assigned a sextant, some charts and a 45-caliber pistol.

We would muster on the Fantail at various times and have target practice.  I remember the Officer in Charge asking me if I thought I could hit anyone with that pistol.  I said I seriously doubted I could—but I sure could scare the heck out of them!  Whereby he replied “That is all that is necessary.”

I still have 8mm movies of a Russian ship with missiles loaded on her deck, returning to Russia.  We followed along side that ship for a very long while. The only way we were able to communicate with a Russian ship was the International Flag Hoist, a very time consuming method, at best.  This was a very exciting time in my life, I had just turned 19 years old and will never forget this time I served in the Navy.







Sincerely,

                                                                 Robert R. (Dick) Sheehan QM3

                                                                  USS SELLERS  DDG 11  

